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and we have not the inducements to fly of the continental
nations, of the United States or even Canada. H.R.H. the
Prince of Wales has recently urged the British to fly more,
to become air-minded and just as we are getting interested,
Christinas passenger planes perish. But circumstances are
against it. Pleasure flying at their own expense is beyond
the purse of the mass of people. Travel-flying is minimised
by the short distance and dull climate, by the fog and
mist that prevails for so many months in the year on
the spine of high ground in continuation of the Pennine
range which reaches down to the Thames.

The needs and advantages of flying in Britain do not
jump to the eye. From San Francisco to New York, yes!
From Vancouver to Montreal, every time! From Perth
to Adelaide or Brisbane! All save time and trouble and
expense. From London to Birmingham, Paddington and
Euston are less trouble than Croydon, and in business
matters it is time and trouble that counts. You can hardly
expect the shareholders of the Great Western Railway for
instance, to put an aerodrome on the top of Paddington
Station to lessen their passenger traffic for them. Air-
niindedness in the big spaces of the world is business-
mindedness; in Merry England it is largely joy-ridingness.

The flying clubs are peopled chiefly by those exceeding
bright young people who have taken to the air for pleasure,
for excitement and romance; to whom breakfast in London,
lunch in Belfast, or tea in Plymouth, is better fun than a
round of golf at Stoke Poges. These people, and they are
some of the salt of the earth for war purposes, of the same
brand as manned the fast war coastal motor boats, are
hard hit by the depression. The leisured monied class
whose pursuits chime in with war service in emergent
war-roles are clipped, cabined and confined.

Therefore to a considerable extent, climate and geography
as well as resources, are against a great increase in our
air-minded people. Even on the continent things are easier